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Of paramount importance to him 
is the probable loss of milk production 
due to fly annoyance. Most dairy 
farmers have experienced milk losses 
during the fly season but many prob- 
ably do not know how disastrous an 
uncontrolled fly problem can become. 

A case in point was an over- 
whelming attack of so-called “dog 
flies,” or stable flies, on several herds 
of dairy cattle in a southern state. 
Such was the fury of the attack that 
in order to protect their legs from the 
flies, hundreds of cattle sought the 
refuge of swampy waters, and many 
of them died after becoming mired 
in the mud, unable to free themselves. 
Among those that survived, there was 
an abrupt drop of 25 per cent in milk 
production, and at the height of the 
fly period, the reduction amounted to 
as much as half of the normal produc- 
tion of milk. 

Other than a reduction in the 
volume of milk from the annoyance 
of flies, Drs. Bruce and Decker of 
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